[Analysis of the diagnostic criteria used in childhood tuberculosis in a Cote d'Ivoire hospital].
Based on a retrospective study the authors analyzed the diagnostic criteria used in pediatric department in Yopougon CHU (teaching hospital), from January 1996 to December 2002. Fifty children, aged of 1 month to 15 years, have been studied. The tuberculosis contact was found in 18%. The diagnosis of tuberculosis was accurate in 32% and it was based on presumptive arguments in 68%. The pulmonary examination and pulmonary radiographs seem to be good criteria for the tuberculosis diagnosis. The pulmonary examination found an abnormality in 96%, and the radiographs found a pathological picture in 85% of cases. The skin test was positive in 42%. The Ziehl-Neelsen coloration was used to look for the acid-fast bacilli and it was positive in 41%. But the two last examinations were not reliable in the case of HIV infection. The skin test which is very important for the diagnosis of tuberculosis is often negative among HIV infected children because of their anergy. On the other hand, the Ziehl-Neelsen coloration is based on the recognition of the acid-fast bacillus, which is not specific of the Mycobacterium tuberculosis. In our area the prevalence of HIV/AIDS is high, the atypical pneumonia with Mycobacterium were also frequent and may reveal a wrong positive diagnosis for the tuberculosis diagnosis, as they are also acid-fast bacillus.